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This turn of affairs, and still more the vexations
with, which he was threatened by the police after the
termination, of his imprisonment, decided Bucher to go
abroad. He settled permanently in London. Here
began for him a period of enlightenment, which re-
sulted in the gradual transformation of the juridical
theorist and idealist into a practical politician. He
occupied himself at first with the study of politics and
political economy, and with the observation of English
methods and customs, whereby he found himself in.
many respects disappointed with his former ideals, and
filled with repugnance and contempt of things and
persons which he, like other Liberals, had previously
admired. Among the acquaintances which he made
here were Urquhart, and afterwards Mazzini, Ledru
Rollin and Heraen, The last three in particular con-
tributed to his further transformation by openly
speculating in his presence on sundry strips of German
territory in the South, West and East, which were re-
quired in satisfaction of the doctrine of nationalities.
This caroused a certain, distrust in Bucher' s mind, which
in this respect did not suffer from the disease of
Cf principle/' His untainted patriotism warned him of
the desirability of prudence. The experience and the
convictions which he obtained in this way were, together
with other material, utilised by him in the German
press, and particularly in the National Zeitmg, to
which he for several years contributed political articles,
which attracted widespread attention by the thorough
knowledge of the subjects dealt with, their wealth
arid depth of thought, and the highly original views
of which they gave evidence. He also wrote for
the same paper some excellent reports of the London
Industrial Exhibition, on English household arrange-
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